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Dear Patrons,

In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and the audience,
please refrain from recording, filming, taking photographs, smoking, eating or drinking in the
concert hall. Before the performance, please ensure that your alarm watches, mobile phones
and other sound or light emitting devices are switched off. Please do not applaud in between
music movements or before music completes.

Thank you for your kind co-operation.
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Programme

Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band
ConcertPrelude Philip Sparke
Dear My Sai Kung Lo Hau-man

(Hong Kong Composers’ Guild sponsored commission, world premiere)

Conductor: Lee Sing-wan

The Knight of the Sky Hiroaki Kataoka

Birds Toshio Mashima
I Seagull

Four Pictures From New York Roberto Molinelli

I Tango Club
Saxophone Solo: Virgil Fok”
Conductor: Kevin Ling"

~ Intermission ~

Music Office Junior Symphonic Band

Forever Shining James Swearingen

Conductor: Au Wai-see”

Pirates of the Caribbean SymphonicSuite (Excerpt)  Klaus Badelt/ arr. Wasson
Conductor: Eric Ng*

Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band

CandideSuite Leonard Bernstein/ arr. Grundman
I TheBestof All Possible Worlds
IV Glitter and Be Gay

Conductor: Au Wai-see”

The Setting Sun Also Rises (in Celebration of Lives Too Soon Lost) Colin Touchin
Around the World Jean-Philippe Vanbeselaere
Conductor: Lee Sing-wan

Programme and artists subject to change without prior notice
* Music Office alumnus
* Music Office instructor-alumnus
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Established in October 1977 by the Government, the Music Office promotes knowledge and
appreciation of music in the community, especially among young people, through the provision
of instrumental and ensemble training, and organisation of various music activities with a view
to building a new generation of concert audiences. It has come under the management of the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department since January 2000.

The Music Office runs three training programmes: Instrumental Music Training Scheme,
Ensemble Training, and Outreach Music Interest Courses, and youth music exchange
programmes, the Hong Kong Youth Music Camp, youth music interflows and a variety of music
promotional activities. Its target groups range from primary and secondary school students to
members of the public from all walks of life.

www.lcsd.gov.hk/musicoffice
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Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band
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One of the flagship performing groups managed by the Music Office, the Hong Kong Youth
Symphonic Band (HKYSB) was established in 1978. The Band has been successfully nurturing
generations of young eminent musicians, and proactively introducing band music to the public
in Hong Kong.

In 1978, the HKYSB debuted with the County of Avon School Orchestra, which was visiting
from the UK. Since then, the Band has enjoyed the privilege of performing with a number of
visiting music groups, including the Central Band of the United Kingdom Royal Air Force, the
Tanunda Band of Australia, the Regimental Band of the Green Jackets, the Scots Guards of the
United Kingdom, the Narashino Girls" High School Band from Japan, the Baden-Wirtternberg
Youth Wind Ensemble. Distinguished conductors who collaborated with the Band include
Bruce Pearson, Dr. Vondis Miller and Robert Lutt from the USA, Eric Banks from the UK, Felix
Hauswirth from Switzerland, Russell Hammond from Australia and Li Fang-fang from Beijing.

The HKYSB conducted several overseas tours to regions like Kagoshima in Japan, Sydney
in Australia, and Hawaii in the USA. In 2013, the Band visited Jeju in South Korea again to
participate in the Jeju International Wind Ensemble Festival, and gave exchange performances
with local bands and choirs. In 2015, the Band took part in the 24™ Chiayi City International Band
Festival and received high acclaim. In 2018, the HKYSB visited Hamamatsu in Japan for the
20th APBDA Band Festival, and exchanged with the band of Saitama Kenritsu Shiraoka High
School in Tokyo.

With a total of around 60 members between the ages of 12 and 25, HKYSB is currently trained
and managed by Lee Sing-wan, Kevin Ling, Tsang Shun-han and Leung Wing-kin. Recruitment is
held annually through open audition.
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Music Office Junior Symphonic Band
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The Music Office Junior Symphonic Band (MOJSB) was established in 2019. It aims at
providing a platform for junior wind players to gain their performing experiences and enhance
their interest in music and performing skills.

The MOJSB gives public performances and brings a variety of band music and share the
enjoyment in wind music with the community.

The MOJSB is trained and managed by Au Wai-see and Ng Kwok-hei. With members aged
between 7 and 16, recruitment of the MOJSB is held through open audition in April every
year.
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5 Conductors
25 & LeeSing-wan
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Lee Sing-wan earned a Master degree of Education (Music) and a Master degree of Music in
Conducting (Wind Conducting) respectively from the Education University of Hong Kong and
the Messiah University of the USA. He joined the Music Office in 2006.

Lee has extensive coaching and performing experience in lower brass instruments and
symphonic wind ensembles. Many of his instrumental students received superior ratings
at various music festivals and competitions. He has also led Music Office's outbound
tours of music groups to the Mainland, Macau, Singapore, Japan, South Korea, Australia,
and the United States, and gave critically acclaimed performances in major events such as
the “"Hong Kong Week of Shanghai Expo”, “Jeju International Wind Ensemble Festival”,
“Qingdao International Horticultural Exposition”, “Asia and Pacific Band Directors’ Association
Conference"” and “World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles Conference”, to
name a few.

Lee is currently Senior Music Officer of the Wind Section of the Music Office, and conductor
of Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra, Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band, and instructor
of lower brass instrumental classes in the Music Office.
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Kevin Ling is one of the most active saxophonists in Hong Kong's contemporary scene. He
graduated from Trinity College of Music in the UK and the Education University of Hong Kong,
where he earned a Postgraduate Advanced Diploma in Performance and a Master of Arts in
Music Education respectively. Meanwhile, he attained the FTCL in Saxophone from Trinity
Guildhall, and received the Music Monetary Award from the Trinity College and the Instrument
& Equipment Award from the EMI Music Sound Foundation.

Ling spares no effort in promoting saxophone music in Hong Kong. In earlier years, he founded
the Hong Kong Saxophone Ensemble with fellow local saxophonists, and frequently participates
in many international saxophone events. He also set up the Holiday Sax, a local saxophone
ensemble that provides a platform for young players and students to perform in public. Ling
regularly works together with local and overseas composers, and premieres their works at
various saxophone events around the world. Apart from coaching and performing, Ling also
served as an adjudicator, and was invited by the Instituto Cultural do Governo da R.A.E. de
Macau to be one of the adjudicators in the Macao Young Musicians Competition.

Ling is currently Music Officer of the Wind Section of the Music Office, serving as a saxophone
instructor, and conductor/ manager of the Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band and the New
Territories Youth Symphonic Band. He is also a freelance player of the Hong Kong Philharmonic
Orchestra and an instrumental instructor of the Education University of Hong Kong.
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5 Conductors

[EE R Au Wai-see
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Au Wai-see started learning bassoon at the Music Office under Lee Chi-wing since young,
and later graduated from the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, majoring in bassoon
performance under the tutelage of Kam Shui, former Principal Bassoon of the Hong Kong
Philharmonic Orchestra. During her study, Au performed along with the Academy in several
joint performances, such as with the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra and the University of
British Columbia Symphonic Winds, amongst others. Moreover, Au was selected to attend the
Canton International Summer Music Academy China (CISMA) to receive symphony orchestral
training with Richard Hoenich, the former Principal Bassoon of the Montreal Philharmonic
Orchestra, and performed at the Guangzhou Xinghai Music Conservatory.

After graduation, Au dedicated herself to music education, with an aim to promoting music
as performing arts, and to cultivating local young musicians. She led students in numerous
ensemble groups to give public performances, such as in “Stone Houses Family Garden - Guest
Performers of Revitalized Projects”; “Dr Sun Yat-sen Museum Open Day” and “Hong Kong
Heritage Museum - Claude Monet: The Spirit of Place” etc., thus as to heighten the performing
standards of young musicians through performances, and to bring wind music to the community
and promote its culture.

Au is currently Assistant Music Officer of the Wind Section of the Music Office, serving as a
bassoon instructor, conductor and manager of the Music Office Junior Symphonic Band, and
conductor of the Music Office Junior Symphony Orchestra.
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Eric Ng graduated from The Education University of Hong Kong (EdUHK) with a double degree
of Bachelor of Education in Music and Bachelor of Arts in Creative Arts and Culture (Music).
Ng studied flute under Ivy Chuang, studied conducting under Victor Tam and Dr Paulina Wong.
Currently, he is a visiting student of western orchestral conducting under the guidance of
Professor Sharon Choa in the Hong Kong Academy of Performing Arts (HKAPA).

During his study in EQUHK, Ng was selected as the student conductor of the EJUHK Orchestra,
the EAUHK Chorus, and the Student Pro-Artist - an elite scheme for students with outstanding
music performance ability, where he gained his opportunity to play Reinecke’s Flute Concerto
accompanied by the EJUHK Orchestra. He was also an active participant in conducting
masterclasses, taught by Jaap Van Zweden, Andrew Mogrelia, Prof Theodora Pavlovitch, Dr TJ
Harper, Lio Kuokman, Wu Shang-lun and Choi Ho-man, etc.

Ng is currently Assistant Music Officer of the Wind Section of the Music Office, serving as
a flute instructor as well as managing the Music Office Junior Symphonic Band and Junior
Symphony Orchestra.
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Former Saxophone Trainee of the Instrumental Music Training Scheme and
Member of the Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band of the Music Office
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Virgil Fok is now studying at The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts for a Bachelor of Music
(Honors) Degree, majoring in saxophone performance. His teachers include Kevin Ling, Martin Choy
and Charles Ng. During his studies, Virgil achieved the Principal Nomination (Aesthetic Development)
and as well as the Dean’s Honour List. Last year, he was appointed as the recipient of the Academy
Local Scholarship.

Virgil was the saxophone principal in the Hong Kong Youth Symphonic Band. He also has collaborated
with several ensemble groups in Hong Kong such as the Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra,
Hong Kong Chamber Wind Philharmonia, Hong Kong Symphonic Band, Hong Kong New Music
Ensemble, etc. Virgil presented his own recital “Sempre-Always” in 2020 with great success. He
is also one of the founders of the Premiére Quartet Hong Kong. Virgil also participated in several
saxophone masterclasses with Chia-hsiu Tsai, Dr Kenneth Tse, Noboya Sugawa, Vincent David, Andy
Scott, Philippe Geiss, etc. In the past few years, he has been to Europe to study classical saxophone
performance with world-renowned saxophonists including Joonatan Rautiola, Amit Dubester, Alvaro
Collao Léon etc. In 2024, Virgil will premiere a commissioned work by Satoshi Yagisawa.

Virgil is also active in conducting. He served as the student conductor of his school choir, symphonic
band and orchestra. His conducting mentors include Colin Touchin and Ho-man Choi. He has attended
in several masterclasses and workshops with Jorma Panula, Jukka-Pekka Saraste, Esa-Pekka Salonen,
Neeme Jarvi, Jaap van Zweden, Lio Kuokman, etc. He has also collaborated with several local
music ensembles including the Academy Symphony Orchestra, Hong Kong Youth Chamber Wind
Philharmonia, Tranquilo Collective Hong Kong, etc.
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ConcertPrelude

Programme Notes

The composer's description of his work:

“In 1974, whilst a student at the Royal College of Music in London, | responded
to an advert from the music publisher R. Smith & Co. for new works from student
composers. After a meeting at the company with Geoffrey Brand, | went home and
composed Concert Prelude that evening. It was my first piece for brass band and was
immediately accepted for publication. The work starts and ends with a majestic fanfare,
which surrounds a quicker modal section, characterised by rhythmic ostinati and
multiple meter changes. The concert band version was created by me in 1979.”

(Programme notes provided by the composer)

Philip Sparke

Dear My Sai Kung

(Hong Kong Composers’ Guild sponsored commission, world premiere)

The composer's description of his work:

“The piece is written for a large wind ensemble, can be divided into six sections:
‘Morning at the shore’, ‘At the Pier’, ‘Sai Kung Promenade’, ‘Stroll at See Cheung
Street’, 'Sai Kung Offshore Islands’, and ‘1981'. The piece is a descriptive work of Sai
Kung's landscape and atmosphere for the audience to be enchanted by its beauty.

Sai Kung is commonly known as the ‘backyard of Hong Kong’; | live in the district, and
because of the traffic, | has to drive through the Hiram'’s Highway and Sai Sha Road to
my Office, where the car will pass by the scenic Sai Kung Town Centre, Sha Ha, Shui
Long Wo and Kei Ling; sometimes | will park my car aside and enjoy the beautiful scene
on the way!

The last section ‘1981" was about the year when | took part in the government’s census
in the Sai Kung area, and | had a chance to visit the lesser-known places in Sai Kung,
such as Po Lo Che, Sha Ha, and nearly-deserted outlying small islands by the Marine
Police Launches.

The piece borrowed a Cantonese nursery rhyme for variations in an attempt to let the
audience feel a stronger touch of Hong Kong.”

(Programme notes provided by the composer)

Lo Hau-man
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Four Pictures From New York Roberto Molinelli

I  Tango Club

The Knight of the Sky Hiroaki Kataoka

The composer's description of his work:

18

“The piece was commissioned in 2013 and premiered by Chikuho Junior High School
Band under the baton of Takashi Yamano. Written for small band, the piece have all
brasses voiced in two-part.

The piece develops from a melody introduced at the beginning as a motif. Its evolution
depends upon the mechanical effects of note shaping and phrasing. To show various
colorful timbres and produce fuller sounds, | have added percussion.

Have fun portraying the fantasy of the Knight of the Sky. | wish that this work could be
enjoyed by musicians of all ages.”

(Programme notes provided by the composer)

Birds

II  Seagull

The composer's description of his work:

“In 1994, | wrote a ballad for a string ensemble including harp, guitar, and an alto
saxophone for Nobuya Sugawa'’s album. Fortunately, this song was well received, and |
wrote a wind band version at the request of many people.

After that, Sugawa suggested that | should write a three-movement concerto with
‘Seagull’ as the second movement. | wrote the first movement ‘Swallow’ because it
was featured in a program called ‘Minna no Wind Ensemble’. In 2009, | wrote the third
movement ‘Phoenix’ and completed this concerto. | had decided to write this concerto
with the image of a bird in every movement, partly because Charlie Parker, the genius
of jazz alto saxophone, was nicknamed ‘Bird".

The second movement, ‘Seagull’, is about the misery or sorrow of a person’s life.
Seagulls usually come in flock, but the seagull here is a lone one soaring in the sky.”

(Translated from the Japanese version by Toshio Mashima)

Toshio Mashima

The composer's description of his work:

" Four pictures from New York is comprised of four images from the most famous and
most universal metropolis of the world. | wrote this concerto for saxophone inspired by
the Big Apple, as it seems to the eyes of a European in love with America and its music
and culture.

‘Tango Club' is a piece dedicated to the grand Master of Tango Astor Piazzolla, New
Yorker by adoption, written in the style of Argentinian Tango, in which the rhythm is
possibly more important and representative of the recent secular past, and imagined
in one of the many metropolitan clubs where they play and dance to Latin-American
Music.”

(Programme notes provided by the composer)

Forever Shining James Swearingen

The composer was commissioned by Scott Clowes, Director of the East Mecklenburg High
School Band in Germany to write Forever Shining. It was dedicated to the memory of loved
ones lost by families of the band and the East Mecklenburg High School teachers and staff who
contributed to the band. The generous spirit of their lives will continue to shine in their hearts
forever.

The music starts triumphantly with the trumpets, while the main theme played by the
woodwinds dances above the majestic chords. In the middle section, the tempo goes faster and
gets more energetic. After that, the music becomes peaceful, and the vibraphone presents a
solo passage that sounds like a cathedral-like chorale. The music ends with an exuberant finale.

(Programme notes provided by Au Wai-see)
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Pirates of the Caribbean Symphonic Suite (Excerpt) Klaus Badelt/ arr. Wasson

Pirates of the Caribbean Symphonic Suite was taken from the film score of the 2003 film Pirates
of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black Pearl composed by the German composer Klaus
Badelt. The band version was arranged by John Wasson.

Various percussion instruments are used to create a highly rhythmic pattern and a thrilling
atmosphere. The tune, played by different instruments to convey zest, vigour, mystery and
suspense, recreates the excitement of the pirates’ adventurous deep-sea treasure hunt and the
danger of the life-and-death scenes in the film.

(Translated from the Chinese version provided by Eric Ng)

Candide Suite

I TheBestof All Possible Worlds
IV Glitter and Be Gay

This Suite for concert band is made up of five numbers from the musical Candide, which
premiered on Broadway in 1956. The satiric novella Candide by Voltaire was the basis for a
political and musical satire with a libretto by Lillian Hellman and music by Leonard Bernstein.
Candide as a musical has since had many reincarnations, but the sections of this Suite utilize
musical numbers that have remained virtually unchanged from the original Broadway production.

Leonard Bernstein/ arr. Grundman

The Best of All Possible Worlds: Doctor Pangloss, Voltaire's satirical portrait of the
philosopher Gottfried von Leibnitz, tutors his Westphalian pupils. (Candide and
Cunegonde among them) in the finer points of optimism, refined by a classical
education. The music alternately enjoins the pupil’s responses with Pangloss’s pedantic
free-associative explanations that the ills of this world are somehow all for the best. The
refrain is, of course, that this is the best of all possible worlds.

Glitter and Be Gay: Cunegonde, Candide’s true love, has become the reigning madam
in Paris, France. In a parody of “Jewel Songs”, (such as that in Gounod's Faust), she
sings of how she endeavors to maintain a brilliant, carefree exterior, while she may (or
may not) be tortured inwardly by self-doubt.

(Programme notes provided by the arranger)

The Setting Sun Also Rises (in Celebration of Lives Too Soon Lost) ~ Colin Touchin

This piece was written in 2004 for Jacky White, bass clarinetist, and the band in which she
plays, Restormel Concert Band, a well-established community band in Cornwall, England.

Jacky White had suffered a tragic sequence: the deaths of her son and of her mother in
separate accidents, and the near-death illness of a cousin followed closely on each other,
but she herself also had a car accident which left her temporarily hardly able to walk. Jacky's
indomitable spirit, loving nature and remarkable courage continue to shine through all adversity,
impressing all who know her (she somehow managed to travel to two other continents during
her recovery); | asked of she would like to play a solo part in a memorial piece which would also
be a celebration of the lives of those we love. Bravely she delivered the premiere, arriving on
her crutches and sitting patiently though painfully through rehearsal and performance.

The music is not intended to be sad, rather reflective, whilst showing a slow and peaceful
mood somewhat like an evening and the setting of the sun. But the musical motifs develop
and rise simply as a processional, creating the woven texture of a golden sunrise in which
the solo bass clarinet lines intertwine with the band’s music. This is not a concerto — the bass
clarinet is Jacky's voice and spirit surrounded and supported by all her musical community
— and the player can play from a seated forward position in the band rather than standing in
front. “L" brackets in the score indicate the passages which should be clearly heard as a solo
line; for the rest, a standard band balance should work well.

The title suggests the cycle of life, the warming power of the sun’s shining and the delight we
share in its movements in the sky, images of joy and hope predominant.

(Programme notes provided by the composer)

Around the World Jean-Philippe Vanbesclaere

The history of this piece is linked to the theme of music around the world. It was selected for
the 2004 First International Composition Competition for Symphonic Band in Lille, the European
Capital of Culture. Having seen the logo from this event, Jean-Philippe Vanbeselaere decided to
have this little man in the “seven-league boots"” travel.

Starting with two countries in Africa, one mysterious and the other bewitching, he made his
way to two celtic-cultured countries, to then end up, in a Slovic and Tzigane atmosphere, in
Eastern Europe, and finally to come back to Lille. The piece ends with an illusion to Northern
folklore with the famous “P’tit Quinquin” theme. This composition won Jean-Philippe
Vanbeselaere the Dunkerque and Lille second prize in 2004.

(Programme notes provided by the composer)
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Thank you for attending our concert. You are welcome to scan the
QR code and fill in the questionnaire to redeem a small gift right
after the concert. We look forward to your continued support of our
programmes.
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