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Dear Patrons,

In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and
the audience, please wear face masks at all times and refrain from recording,
filming, taking photographs, smoking, eating or drinking in the concert hall.
Before the performance, please ensure that your alarm watches, mobile

phones and other sound or light emitting devices are switched off. Please
do not applaud in between music movements or before music completes.

Thank you for your kind co-operation.
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Symphonic Dance No. 3 “Fiesta” Clifton Williams
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Sititapatra Mandala Kam Shing-hei

(Hong Kong Composers’ Guild sponsored
commission, world premiere)
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The Noon Witch Antonin Dvorak

$84& Conductor: Z2Z Lee Sing-wan

~ FRB{K B Intermission ~

F/hisgpaze @i - Op. 36 ELIPN P2
Symphony No. 4 in F minor, Op. 36 Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky
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Andante sostenuto — Moderato con anima
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Andantino in modo di canzona

I #Fakdh - RRERE - DUl

Scherzo: Pizzicato ostinato — Allegro
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Finale: Allegro con fuoco

$83E Conductor: HIEMEE L Dr Joseph Kam
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Established in October 1977 by the Government, the Music Office promotes
knowledge and appreciation of music in the community, especially among
young people, through the provision of instrumental and ensemble training
and the organisation of various music activities with a view to building a new
generation of concert audiences. It has come under the management of the
Leisure and Cultural Services Department since January 2000.

The Music Office runs three training programmes: Instrumental Music
Training Scheme, Ensemble Training, and Outreach Music Interest Courses.
In addition, it organises international music exchange programmes for youth,
the Hong Kong Youth Music Camp, youth music interflows and a variety
of music promotional activities. Its target groups range from primary and
secondary school students to members of the public from all walks of life.
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HONG KONG YOUTH SYMPHONY GRCHESTRA

Established in 1978, the Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra (HKYSO)
is trained and managed by the Music Office. With members aged between
12 and 25, recruitment of the HKYSO is held through open audition in April
every year.

Over the past four decades, many of its former members have pursued a
career in music and become eminent performers or music educators. The
Orchestra has worked with many international acclaimed conductors and
soloists, such as Sir Yehudi Menuhin, Fou T'song, Georg Tintner, Sir David
Willcocks, Tang Muhai, Kenneth Jean, Yeh Tsung, Yip Wing-sie, Timothy
Landauer and Edward Grach. The Orchestra, at the invitation of UNICEF,
jointly performed with the world-class pianist Lang Lang at a fundraising
concert in 2010; and performed in the “Caritas Charity TV Show” with
famed pianist Colleen Lee and a number of pop singers in 2013 and 2015.

The HKYSO has played the role of music ambassador of Hong Kong and
completed successful concert tours to France, Israel, Cyprus, the UK, Russia,
Australia, the USA, Singapore and various cities of China. The Orchestra
went on a concert tour to Shanghai, China in 2010 to perform at the Hong
Kong Week of Shanghai Expo and participated in the exchange programmes
with Shanghai young musicians. In 2015, the Orchestra participated in the
International Music Festival EURASIA in Yekaterinburg, Russia, attended
training sessions at the Urals Mussorgsky State Conservatoire and jointly
performed with the Ural Youth Symphonic Orchestra. In 2019, the Orchestra
participated in the 30th Australian International Music Festival held in
Sydney, took home the Gold Award in the Instrumental Category and was
named Command Ensemble by the adjudication panel, which enabled the
Orchestra to perform at the Festival Closing Concert.

The HKYSO is trained and managed by Dr. Joseph Kam, Lee Sing-wan,
Tsang Yin-yu, and Leung Wing-kin.
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Lee Sing-wan earned a Master degree of Education (Music) and a Master degree of
Music in Conducting (Wind Conducting) respectively from the Education University
of Hong Kong and the Messiah University of the USA. He joined the Music Office
in 2006.

Lee has extensive coaching and performing experience in lower brass instruments
and symphonic wind ensembles. Many of his students have received superior
ratings at various music competitions. He has also led outbound tours of music
groups to Australia, China, Japan, Macao, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan and the
USA, and gave critically acclaimed performances in major events such as the “Hong
Kong Week" of Shanghai Expo, Jeju International Wind Ensemble Festival, Qingdao
International Horticultural Exposition, Asia and Pacific Band Directors’ Association
Conference, and World Association for Symphonic Bands and Ensembles
Conference, to name a few.

Lee is currently Senior Music Officer of the Wind Section of the Music Office, and
conductor of Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra, Hong Kong Youth Symphonic
Band, and instructor of the lower brass instrumental classes in the Music Office.
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Dr Joseph Kam, a violist, violinist and orchestral conductor, graduated from
the University of Michigan, where he obtained his Master of Music and Doctor
of Musical Arts degrees. He received several awards and scholarships from
the University, including Graduate Merit Award, Humanities Award, Rackham
Block Fellowship and School of Music Tuition Grant. During his tenure in the
University, he was appointed as the Graduate Student Instructor for teaching viola
performance. He was also appointed as a viola faculty in the Interlochen Music
Festival (Michigan, USA).

As an active conductor, Dr Kam launched his conducting career since his debut with
Metropolitan Youth Orchestra in 2005. He has been the conductor of Hong Kong
Youth Symphony Orchestra (HKYSO) since 2007, and under his baton, HKYSO
collaborated with world renowned pianist Lang Lang at a UNICEF fundraising
concert in 2010. He led the HKYSO to perform in Shanghai Expo in the same year,
and conducted a joint concert of HKYSO and Ural Youth Symphony Orchestra in
2015 International Music Festival EURASIA in Yekaterinburg, Russia with high
acclaims. He conducted the Filharmonie Bohuslava Martinu in Czech Republic in
summers from 2013 to 2015. In 2015, he made his debut in the Adelphi University
Auditorium in Long Island, New York State, and conducted the Adelphi Symphony
Orchestra. In 2017, Kam led the Hong Kong Youth Strings to participate in the 8th
International Youth Music Festival in Bratislava, Slovakia with a huge success. He
was awarded a special prize for winning the Best Orchestral Conductor.

Dr Kam is currently Senior Music Officer of the String Section of the Music Office,
and a violin and viola faculty of the Music Department in the Chinese University of
Hong Kong.
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PROGRAMME NOTES

Symphonic Dance No. 3 “Fiesta” Clifton Williams
Clifton Williams (1923-1976) was born in Arkansas. He studied composition
at the Louisiana State University and the Eastman School of Music. He
became the Chairperson of the Music Theory and Composition Department
at the University of Miami in 1966.

Symphonic Dance No. 3 “Fiesta” is one of the five pieces originally
commissioned by the Minnie Stevens Piper Foundation, commemorating the
twenty-fifth anniversary of the San Antonio Symphony Orchestra in 1964.
The first performance of the complete set of dances was by that orchestra,
under the baton of the composer in 1965. “Fiesta” depicts the pageantry of
Latin-American celebrations — street bands, bull fights, bright costumes, the
colorful legacy of a proud people.

(Extracted from the publisher’s notes)

Sitatapatrd Mandala Kam Shing-hei

(Hong Kong Composers’ Guild sponsored commission, world premiere)

Sitatapatra is a protector in Buddhism. She has three faces and many arm
holding swords, bows and lotus. By venerating the Sitatapatra, man can
dispel interferences, have a longevity and cure illness. The music Sitatapatra
is inspired by the painting Sitatapatrda Mandala. The variety of the musical
texture and timbre are depicting the vibrancy of the colours and the delicate
brushstrokes, also the surprising changes of the tone colour portraying the
diversity of the charisma of such a deity.

(Programme notes provided by the composer)

The Noon Witch

Antonin Dvorak

The first part, Allegretto, representing the first movement of the symphony,
is in four sections, twice alternating an idyllic picture of domestic happiness,
depicting the mother preparing dinner for her husband coming home from
work, with a scene in which a noisy and fretful child is chided by the mother,
who, in a passage of rising dramatic tension, then calls the Noon Witch
to come for him. The second part, Andante sostenuto e molto tranquillo,
taking the place of the slow movement, describes the queer apparition,
“small, brown, wild of feature, with a sheet drawn over her head"”, who

comes creeping in to carry off the little rebel. The third part, a bizarre
scherzo (allegro), is, like the introductory idyllic passage, Dvorék’s original
contribution, for he felt very justly that music cannot be reduced to such an
expressive shorthand as the spoken word. There the witch dances round
her victim with grotesque steps, increasing the terror of the child and of
his mother, who tries in vain to protect him. In the last bars of this part,
the sound of the noonday bell drives the witch away. The fourth and last
part (Andante), describes the father's return in a slow and tragically pointed
concluding section. The father finds the mother in a dead faint, with the
child pressed to her bosom; he restores his wife to consciousness, only for
them to realize together that the child is dead - a victim of the Noon Witch,
whose grotesque dance motif appears, like a cruel grimace, in the last bars
of the composition.

(Extracted from the publisher’s notes)

Symphony No. 4 in F minor, Op. 36  Pyotr llyich Tchaikovsky

I Andante sostenuto — Moderato con anima
II ndantino in modo di canzona
IIT Scherzo: Pizzicato ostinato — Allegro

IV Finale: Allegro con fuoco

Tchaikovsky finished his Fourth Symphony in 1877. The composer regarded
it as his best symphonic work in his life and dedicated it to Nadezhda von
Meck, the most important patroness in his life. It was premiered in Moscow
in 1878 and received a huge success.

The symphony starts with horns and trumpets bringing out a fanfare
introduction, which gradually stays calm with fragment sighing, and emerges
into the first subject, the “Fate”. Tchaikovsky shows another aspect of
sadness with the solo oboe bringing out a melancholic melody that starts
the second movement. The scherzo is with pizzicato ostinato by the entire
string section throughout the third movement. This is a playful arabesques
reflecting composer’s fragmented images of his past memories. After the
vigorous and energetic opening of the fourth movement, he employs the
famous Russian folk song In the Field a little Birch Tree Stood as the second
subject. The “Fate” subject in the first movement is later recalled again by
the trumpet, reminding us that “fate” still exists. The work finally ends with
a festive and rejoicing mood.

(Programme notes provided by Tsang Yin-yu)
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MUSIC GFFICE SENIOR STAFF LIST

TSI (E
Chief Music Officer

EREREE CEERME)

Senior Music Officer (Activities & Promotion)

ST T (PEE)

Senior Music Officer (Chinese)

SREETE (SEH/ AImRZE)
Senior Music Officer (Musicianship/Training Support)

SRS IEE (%)
Senior Music Officer (String)

SRERIE (BE)
Senior Music Officer (Wind)

SRITEERE (1TED)

Senior Executive Officer (Administration)

Tsui Ying-fai

SEiHS
Grandy Fan

ZRe2eR
Kwok Kin-ming

RAN
Lai Wing-yan

HEBEL
Dr Joseph Kam

FEE

Lee Sing-wan

PRERE
Steve Chan
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Thank you for attending our concert. You are welcome to scan the |
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QR code and fill in the questionnaire with your comments about
the concert. We look forward to your continued support of our

programmes.

BEF Mail 1 NEEHMBMEEE 11 RANEBNSEREL &

5/F, South Tower, West Kowloon Government Offices,

11 Hoi Ting Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon
BH Fax : 2802 8440

EE Email - cmooffice@lcsd.gov.hk
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Since 1877

Wilh. Steinberg Strings Artist

Andrew Ling

Principal Viola, Hong Kong Philtharmonic Orchestra

The Wilh. Steinberg violins and violas have a vibrant and |
brilliant tone, and evoke a sweet, mellifluous colour.
Combined with its craftsmanship and affordability, &
it is a great choice for young p stonal musicians. \

Wilh. Steinberg

combined its hundred years of experience in studying sound and
wood for strings instrument with scrupulous detail in every procedure
from wood, craftsmanship, varnish to regulation.

Exclusive at

G

PARSONS MUSIC [ www.wilhsteinberg.de/string | 2 ]




