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Dear Patrons,

In order to make this performance a pleasant experience for the artists and the audience,
please refrain from recording, filming, taking photographs, smoking, eating or drinking in
the auditorium. Before the performance, please ensure that your mobile phones and other
sound and light emitting devices are switched off. Please do not applaud in between music
movements or before music completes. Thank you for your kind co-operation.
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Music Office

March to the Scaffold from Symphonie Fantastique
Nocturne from Carmen Suite No. 2

Night on Bald Mountain

Excerpt from Boléro

The Typewriter

Narrator :Wan Tsz-leung
Conductor: Lee Sing-wan

Intermission

Symphony No. 9 in E minor, “From the New World”, Op. 95

1 Adagio—Allegro molto
II  Largo
I  Scherzo: Molto Vivace—Poco sostenuto

IV Allegro con fuoco

Conductor: James Leung

Hector Berlioz
George Bizet
Modest Mussorgsky
Maurice Ravel

Leroy Anderson

Antonin Dvoidk
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Established in October 1977 by the Government, the Music Office promotes
knowledge and appreciation of music in the community, especially among
young people, through the provision of instrumental and ensemble training
and the organisation of various music activities with a view to building a
new generation of concert audiences. It has come under the management of
the Leisure and Cultural Services Department since January 2000.

The Music Office runs three training programmes: Instrumental Music
Training Scheme, Ensemble Training, and Outreach Music Interest Courses,
which together provide music training to more than 8,000 trainees each
year. In addition, it organises international music exchange programmes
for youth, the Hong Kong Youth Music Camp, youth music interflows and a
variety of music promotional activities for about 170,000 participants each
year. Its target groups range from primary and secondary school students to
members of the public from all walks of life.
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Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra
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Established in 1978, the Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra is trained
and managed by the Music Office of the Leisure and Cultural Services
Department.

Over the past four decades, many of its former members have pursued a
career in music and become eminent performers or music educators. The
Orchestra has worked with many international acclaimed conductors and
soloists. The Orchestra, at the invitation of UNICEF, jointly performed
with the world-class pianist Lang Lang at a fundraising concert in 2010; and
performed in the “Caritas Charity TV Show” with famed pianist Colleen
Lee and a number of pop singers in 2013 and 2015.

The Orchestra has played the role of music ambassador of Hong Kong
and completed successful concert tours to France, Israel, Cyprus, the
UK, Australia, the USA, Russia, Singapore and the cities in China. In
this year July 2019, the Orchestra participated in the 30th Australian
International Music Festival held in Sydney, took home the Gold Award
in the Instrumental Category and was named Command Ensemble by the
adjudication panel, which recommended the Orchestra to perform at the
Festival Closing Concert.

With a current membership of around 100, aged 12 to 25, the Hong Kong
Youth Symphony Orchestra is trained and managed by James Leung, Dr.
Joseph Kam, Lee Sing-wan, Tsang Yin-yu, Cheung Ching-ting and Kevin
Ling. Recruitment is held annually through open audition.
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Conductors

E P James Leung
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James Leung entered the Hong Kong Conservatory of Music (former The
Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts) in 1981 with the scholarship
of the Hong Kong Jockey Club Music and Dance Fund, major in Bassoon.
He continued his studies with Martin Gatt, former Principal Bassoonist of
the London Symphony Orchestra and obtained his Licentiate Performer’s
Diploma from the Trinity College of Music, London in 1984. In 1991, he
obtained his Bachelor Degree with honours from the Chinese University of
Hong Kong, Part-time Degree Programme, major in Music.

In 1988, Leung was the semi-finalist of the Hong Kong Young Instrumentalist
Competition presented by the Radio Television Hong Kong. He participated
in the Ensemble Category of Young Musician Awards presented by the
Composers and Authors Society of Hong Kong Limited in 1989 and awarded
championship.

Leung had been the instrumental instructor and band conductor of the
Music Office and The Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts. He was
the freelance player of the Hong Kong Philharmonic Orchestra, Principal
Bassoonist of the Macau Sinfonietta, Chairman of the Hong Kong Wind
Ensemble Society and Founder and Principal Bassoonist of Hong Kong
Sinfonietta.

In 1994, Leung was the Bandmaster of the Cape Collinson Marching Band
of Correctional Services Department. In 1995, he was appointed as the
Assistant Director of Music of the Hong Kong Police Band and was promoted
as the Deputy Director of Music in 1997 and as the Director in 2010. In
2010, Leung led the Band to participate in the 10th Zurich Police Music
Festival and perform in the Hong Kong Week of Shanghai Expo. In 2012, he
led the Hong Kong Police Band to participate in the 48th “Musikchau der
Nationen” (Music Show of Nations) at Bremen, Germany and the Hong
Kong International Military Tattoo in celebrating the 15th Anniversary
(2012) and 20th Anniversary (2017) of the Establishment of HKSAR with
critical acclaims.

Leung is currently Chief Music Officer of the Music Office and was awarded
the Hong Kong Police Medal for Meritorious Service in 2018.
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Narrator

52 Lee Sing-wan
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Lee Sing-wan graduated from the Education University of Hong Kong
and the Messiah College of United States. He earned a Master’s degree
of Education (Music) and a Master degree of Music in Conducting (Wind
Conducting) respectively. He joined the Music Office in 2006.

Lee has extensive experience in coaching lower brass instruments and
symphonic wind ensembles. Many of his instrumental students have
received superior ratings at various music festivals and competitions. He has
also led outbound tours of music groups to Australia, China, Japan, Macau,
Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan and the USA, and gave critically acclaimed
performances in major events and musical spectaculars include “Hong
Kong Week of Shanghai Expo”, “Jeju International Wind Ensemble Festival”,
“Qingdao International Horticultural Exposition”, “Asia and Pacific Band
Directors’ Association Conference” and “World Association for Symphonic
Bands and Ensembles Conference”, to name a few.

Lee is currently Senior Music Officer of the Wind Section, and conductor of
the Hong Kong Youth Symphony Orchestra, Hong Kong Youth Symphonic
Band, and teaches lower brass instrumental classes of the Music Office.
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Wan Tsz-leung graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts (Honours) Degree in 2016
from the School of Drama, Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts, majoring
in acting. He was awarded Jackie Chan Charitable Foundation Scholarship in
2014 and 201S. During his studies, he performed in The Blue Bird, My Days in
Cat Town, Beyond the Horizon, Invisible Cities, etc, and got “The Outstanding
Award - The Ensemble Member” for his performance in Invisible Cities.

Among his recent performances are Dear, #fi 5% Youtuber and Song of Grief
(premiere and re-run) by Cinematic Theatre, Beamates by Beamates, Along the
Way for Young Friends of the Hong Kong Arts Festival, The Great Learning and
Doctrine of Happiness of the 46th Hong Kong Arts Festival, The Happy Prince
2017 Version by The Only Stage, The Rainbow Troops by The Nonsensemakers,
Great Heat by Thursday Cafe and Chinese Lesson of the 44th Hong Kong Arts
Festival. In the meantime, he takes part in various community outreach
programmes and school tours held by different drama troupes.

Wan is currently a freelance stage actor and drama instructor. He is actively
involved in different areas of work such as drama education, filming and master
of ceremonies.
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March to the Scaffold from Symphonie Fantastique Hector Berlioz

Composed in 1830, Symphonie Fantastique is one of Hector Berlioz’s most
popular symphonies. In 1827, the 23-year-old Berlioz fell madly in love with
Harriet Smithson, a Shakespearean actress, after watching her performance
in Paris. He inundated Smithson with love letters only to have his advances
ignored. Following the quiet departure of Smithson from Paris, Berlioz fell
into great despair and wrote this masterpiece.

“March to the Scaffold” is the fourth movement of Symphonie Fantastique.
It features a lovesick young musician who indulges himself in opium.
During the course of this musical hallucination, he dreams that after killing
his beloved, he is condemned to death and led to the scaffold. The music
opens with a grave ambience created by the sextuplet of the timpani. As
the protagonist is marching to the scaffold, tenseness and sombreness
gradually develop, advancing to a mood that is sometimes gloomy, and
sometimes solemn, as if being urged by the onlookers to have him executed.
Tender melodies by the clarinet waft through the air like spirits when the
protagonist thinks of his beloved at the moment before execution, and all
of a sudden, a deafening noise comes up when the young man’s head falls on
the ground. The crowd bursts into cheers, leading the music to a boisterous
conclusion.

The piece was premiered in 1830, but Smithson did not hear the work until
1832. Realising that she was the inspiration for it, she was deeply touched.
The two of them finally met and got married the following year. Sadly, the
passion faded and the couple divorced seven years later.

(Translated from the Chinese version of programme notes provided by Palas Chan)
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Nocturne from Carmen Suite No. 2 George Bizet

Written in 1873-74, Carmen is an opera by French composer Georges Bizet,
based on the novella of the same title by French writer Prosper Mérimée.
Bizet’s Carmen is set in Seville, Spain during the mid-19th century. It tells
the story of Don José, a soldier born to a farming family, who was seduced
by the wiles of Carmen, a gypsy cigarette factory worker. He abandoned
his fiancée Micaéla and became a smuggler for the sake of Carmen, yet lost
Carmen’s love to a bullfighter. The two finally met again at the bullfighting
venue. Furious at being rejected by Carmen, Don José stabbed her in the
chest, killing her with his own hands.

“Nocturne” is Micaéla’s Aria (“Je dis que rien ne m’épouvante”) from Act
3 of Carmen. It portrays the abandoned Micaéla, who, fearless of danger,
looked for Don José, who was engaging in smuggling, in the mountains on a
cool night. She tried to persuade him to come round by telling him that his
mother was dying, hoping that he would leave Carmen and go home to see
his dying mother.

Carmen is widely popular nowadays, but its unconventional theme caused
considerable controversy in a conservative society during Bizet’s time, and
therefore it was not particularly successful at its premiere. Devastated by
the failure of Carmen, Bizet fell ill and died suddenly three months later.
After his death, Carmen acquired popularity in Vienna and was adapted into
films, becoming one of the most famous operas in the world.

(Translated from the Chinese version of programme notes provided by Palas Chan)

Night on Bald Mountain Modest Mussorgsky

Night on the Bald Mountain, the symphonic poem which was composed in
1867 and based on Russian folklore about the death of a witch, is one of the
representative works of Mussorgsky. The original idea of Mussorgsky was to
compose a symphonic poem based on the classic Russian folklore St. John's
Night on Bald Mountain. The work however remained unfinished throughout
his life. Following his early death, another prolific composer Nikolai Rimsky-
Korsakov edited his manuscript and premiered the work in 1886.

The piece opens with a powerful and rustic trill by the violins of lowest
volume, accompanied by the lower strings, sounding like heavy footsteps
depicting the dreadful atmosphere. The main theme was brought out by
trombones and tubas in a majestic way. The music employs a scherzo-like
folk dance and vivid rhythmic pattern in the middle section and depicts a
rowdy ceremony of the devils and ghosts. It is then followed by a march,
glorifying the devils. At the climax of the music come the bells from the
church, with harmonious duo of the flutes and clarinets. The sun rises and
everything returns to peace again.

(Translated from the Chinese version of programme notes provided by Kevin Ling)
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Excerpt from Boléro Maurice Ravel

Born in Basque Country (near the border of Spain), French composer
Maurice Ravel wrote Boléro when he was invited to compose music for a
ballet set in a Spanish tavern and premiered in Paris in 1928. Contrary to
conventional compositional techniques, Ravel made an unprecedented
attempt, “the melody, harmonisation and rhythm remain unchanged
throughout the piece and the only variation is the increasing volume.” The
excerpt we hear today is extracted from the middle section of the roughly
15-minute original piece, with the orchestra continuously playing the
same rhythm and theme. The dynamic is gradually increasing through
orchestrations, bringing the piece to its climax at the end.

When interviewed by a newspaper, Ravel said that “factories” had inspired
him to compose Boléro. When he was small, he always followed his father, an
engineer, to the factory and was fascinated by the regular clunking sound from
the machines. Boléro sounds like a piece of music played in a giant factory.
Deeply imbued with Spanish flavour, its melody was much influenced by the
Spanish folk song sung to him by his mother when he was a child. The piece
has been overwhelmingly popular since its debut, and has become one of
Ravel’s most famous and most frequently played musical composition.

(Translated from the Chinese version of programme notes provided by Palas Chan)

The Typewriter Leroy Anderson

Leroy Anderson is an American composer well-known for his light and
humourous orchestral music. With flowing and lively melodies, his music
is easy to understand and widely popular. Among Anderson’s representative
works, the most famous ones are The Typewriter, Bugler’'s Holiday and The
Syncopated Clock.

The Typewriter requires the use of a real typewriter during the performance
in an inventive manner to imitate the typing sound in a busy office in the
past, including the rapid sound of striking the keys, the “ring” of the
carriage return indicating the end of a line and the sound of starting a new
line manually. Nowadays we have already switched to muted computer
keyboards. This piece allows us to relive the vanishing delight in the old
days with our imagination.

(Translated from the Chinese version of programme notes provided by Kevin Ling)

Symphony No. 9 in E minor, “From the New World”, Op.95  Antonin Dvoidk

I Adagio—Allegro molto
II Largo

III Scherzo: Molto Vivace—Poco sostenuto

IV Allegro con fuoco

This is the last symphony written by Czech composer Antonin Dvorak in
1893 when he was the director of a music conservatory in the Unites States.
Its premiere in New York was an overwhelming success. Its subtitle “From
the New World” refers to the United States back then. Influenced by his
culture experience in the United States, Dvorak injected the characteristics
of Indian music and black music into this piece. A black American poet
wrote lyrics for the largo of the second movement in particular, which later
becomes the well-known American song Goin’ Home.

(Translated from the Chinese version of programme notes provided by Kevin Ling)
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Music Office Senior Staff List

R R R A
Chief Music Officer

RORR T A (G R HER)

Senior Music Officer (Activities & Promotion)

R EE ()

Senior Music Officer (Chinese)

(o 3sp BRINCR IR L B3
Senior Music Officer (Musicianship/ Training Support)

(o 3ep ERIN0:E )

Senior Music Officer (String)

vk H R EAE ()
Senior Music Officer (Wind)

R TTBUEAE (T8

Senior Executive Officer (Administration)

R

James Leung

Biblsr
Grandy Fan

(g

Tsui Ying-fai
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Dr. Angelina Au

LERG L
Dr. Joseph Kam

BRE
Lee Sing-wan

B
Philip Chan

Z AR SRS e 6 ORISR - NREE B R e

B A PR R RII M H

Thank you for attending our concert. You are welcome to return the
questionnaire with your comments about the concert. We look forward to

your continued support of our programmes.
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5/F, South Tower, West Kowloon Government Offices,

11 Hoi Ting Road, Yau Ma Tei, Kowloon
{8 Fax : 28028440
fHI Email : cmooffice@lcsd.gov.hk
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